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Growing up poor  
  My name is Mike, and I was born in a very poor neighborhood in Los Angeles. 
When I was little, my mother took care of my brother and me, because my father 
left before I came to this world, and he wasn’t too interested in being a part of our 
lives. My mother had to work two jobs that didn’t pay much. She had to work very 
hard so that we could have food, clothes, and a place to live. She was great; we 
loved her and appreciated her efforts. 
  
Every day, she usually arrived home very late, and she was exhausted. Still, she 
always cooked nice meals for us, played with us, and made sure that we did our 

homework. She always insisted on how important it was to get a good education. She couldn’t finish school 
because she got pregnant with me when she was just a teenager. “I couldn’t finish school, and that’s why  I 
must work so hard now, and I earn so little money,” she often said. 
  
 Children were very violent in my neighborhood; you needed to be violent if you wanted to survive. 
There were lots of crime, vandalism, and drugs. It wasn’t easy to be a good student for any child who lived in 
our neighborhood. The other children hated you if you got good grades, so I wasn’t very popular. The only 
positive thing about living in that place is that you needed to be very clever to survive, and that helped me later 
in life. 
  
 Finally, my brother and I could finish high school. I went to university because I was a very good 
basketball player, and basketball paid for my university degree. On the day of my graduation, my mother was 
in tears. And she was in tears again the day I showed her our new apartment, away from the neighborhood. Do 
you know how difficult it is to get out of a poor neighborhood? It’s very hard, but I did it, and it was thanks to 
my mum. Now she doesn’t have to work two jobs anymore, and I take care of her. 

 

Nombre: ______________________________________________PUNTAJE IDEAL: 38pts 

Objetivo: 
Nivel 1:  OA9. Demostrar comprensión de ideas generales e información explicita en textos adaptados y auténticos simples, en formato impreso o 
digital, acerca de temas variados 
Nivel 2: OA1 Comprender información central de textos orales y escritos en contextos relacionados con sus intereses e inquietudes, con el fin de 
conocer las maneras en que otras culturas abordan dichos contextos. 

La siguiente guía de trabajo debe ser entregada completa el VIERNES 27 de NOVIEMBRE, 2020. Entre las 8:30 a las 16:00 

horas, al siguiente correo: departamentoinglespdv@gmail.com 

• La presente guía debe ser contestada MEDIANTE WORD o PDF. IMÁGENES NO SERÁN REVISADAS 

• Esta guía se promediará con las siguientes y tiene carácter de EVALUACIÓN FORMATIVA. 

• Se responderán las consultas a través del siguiente correo electrónico: departamentoinglespdv@gmail.com en horario 

de lunes a viernes de 9:00 a 14:00. 

• El asunto del correo de consulta o entrega DEBE INDICAR EL CURSO Y NOMBRE DEL ESTUDIANTE. 

What is a noun? 

Nouns are the name of a person or animal (Joe / teacher / child / etc.), a place (lake / Africa/ 
store / home / etc.), a thing (phone / desk / tree / etc.)  or an idea (thought / success / peace). 

What is an adjective? 
An adjective is a word that describes a noun or pronoun. It gives you information about it.  

What is a verb? A verb is a word that shows an action.  
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ITEM 1: VOCABULARY. Match the following words from the text with their FAMILIAR word in BOLD LETTERS 
in the text. Then look up for an OPPOSITE word and write them next to it.  (10pts) 

FAMILIAR WORD WORD IN THE TEXT OPPOSITE WORD 

1. (adj.) Complex, tough   

2. (adj.) Meager, modest   

3. (adj.) Bright, smart   

4. (adj.) Paramount, vital   

5. (adj.) Run-down, tired   

6. (adj.) Good, constructive   

7. (adj.) Brutal, savage   

8. (adj.) Lovely, delicious   

9. (verb) Despised, loathed   

10. (noun) Famous, liked   

 

ITEM 2: ANALYZE. In 1 sentence, write the MAIN IDEA of each paragraph of the text. (8pts) 

a) Paragraph 1: __________________________________________________ 

b) Paragraph 2: __________________________________________________ 

c) Paragraph 3: __________________________________________________ 

d) Paragraph 4: __________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Check the PPT shared with you via G-Classroom to get a better 
insight of “How to identify a main idea”, whether it is explicit 
or implicit. 

  



Departamento de Inglés 

Profesor(a) Michelle Miralles 

 
ITEM 3: TRUE OR FALSE. Determine if the following statements are true or false. CIRCLE the correct option. 
JUSTIFY the false ones. NOT JUSTIFYING counts as WRONG ANSWER.  (8pts) 

1. Mike didn’t know his father.     TRUE  FALSE 

2. His mother didn’t have enough money to buy food.  TRUE  FALSE 

3. She didn’t finish school because she had Mike.   TRUE  FALSE 

4. Mike took drugs.      TRUE  FALSE 

5. He got good grades at school.     TRUE  FALSE 

6. He could enroll to the university because of his grades. TRUE  FALSE 

7. He thinks living in his neighborhood was very positive  TRUE  FALSE 

8. He isn’t living with his mother at the moment.   TRUE  FALSE 

ITEM 4: REFLECT. In no more than 4 lines and no less than 2, answer the following questions. Answer ONE of 

them RECORDING YOURSELF in an audio and send attached to an e-mail.(6pts- 2pts each in writing + 2 pts 

spoken part).  

 

1. How is growing up in poor conditions here in Chile? Is it similar to what Mike lived? How so? 

2. What should we do, as individuals and as a society, to guarantee good education?  

3. Are studies and a college degree the only “quality education”? How can we show we are educated 
without having a degree?  


